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	UPCOMING EVENTS
	MAY MEETING
	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

	2002-03 SCHEDULE
	EDUCATION & AWARDS NIGHT

THURSDAY MAY 1st   

5:30 Board

6:00 Social

6:30 Dinner

7:00 Program

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Senior Design Project Team [CE-2]

DESIGN-BUILD SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION CHILDCARE CENTER

A proposal for a $7.1 million, 24 month, mock project competition was solicited jointly by AGC and ASC. The regional competition was held 01NOV02.  For the competition, the student team was required to submit a proposal, conceptual design drawings, an estimate, a schedule of the project, and a design-build methodology, all of which were to adhere to specific criteria set forth by the owner.  All teams presented their final documentation to the owner, which consisted of a panel of industry judges.  The importance of this competition is that it conveys to the participants that marketing your ideas is equally important as the effectiveness of the design

Team members include students Milton Gomez Jr., Matthew DePaoli , Michael Royce Jr. and James Sullivan, faculty advisor Philip Udo-Inyang. PhD, P.E. and industrial advisors Bryn Haines, P.E., Burns Group, William Engle, Cyma Builders and Construction Managers and Lin Corsey, Turner Construction Company.

Presentations will also be made to Awardees for Best Math Teacher, Best Science Teacher, to our Chapter’s two scholarship recipients and to our top MathCounts winners.

Reservations are recommended for this always overflow event.  Please call 215-985-5701 with your reservation, or (for web viewers) send an email for your reservation to

mailto:info@engrclub.org.  


	by Morton  H. Lerner, PE

In my past year as President and the for much of the past previous year as Acting President, I was very pleased with the fine cooperation of the executive board members.  They consist of the true regulars and dedicated newer members – all concerned with working to uplift the status, membership, prestige and continuity of our Registered Professional Engineers.

For this coming year, I am sure that the table is set well for the incoming President, Michael A. Porter, P.E. of  Burns Engineering, Inc.  It is my hope and, I am sure, the hope of all our executive members that Mike will have a productive year that will benfit the Engineers in our constituency and elsewhere.

Along with the approach of a bright summer, I extend my best wishes for a bright future to our Philadelphia Chapter of the PSPE.

Yours in faith,

Morton H. Lerner, P.E., L.A., L.S.

The Philadelphia Chapter Needs You

[image: image7.wmf]PSPE Philadelphia is at the forefront of mentoring the children of our community to the opportunities of engineering and what it takes to get there.  Starting with the DiscoverE program at the elementary level and our MathCounts program for 7th & 8th graders, we are the front line ambassadors for Engineering.  But we need volunteers to make these programs work.  Please contact  President-Elect, John Liddy, to see how you can help these with these programs.


	05JUN03
	Board Meeting
	
	

	09OCT03
	Meet the EOY Candidates 
	
	

	06NOV03
	Meet the new EOY
	
	

	04DEC03
	Outstanding Engr’g Achievement
	
	

	2004
	TBA
	
	

	SAVE A TREE

You may request your newsletter to be delivered to you as an email or view the current newsletter at our website at

www.pspe.org/philly/philly.htm.

To SAVE A TREE, send an email to

Philip D. Udo-Inyang, Ph.D., P.E. at udoinyan@temple.edu
FELLOW TRAVELERS

TO HAVE YOUR ENGINEERING GROUP'S MEETINGS LISTED IN THIS COLUMN, PLEASE SEND A COPY OF THE GROUP'S MEETING SCHEDULE, OR INDIVIDUAL EVENT NOTICE TO: 

THE PHILADELPHIA ENGINEER 

c/o Fredric L. Plotnick – Editor 

Benson Manor  #117 – Jenkintown PA 19046

fplotnick@fplotnick.com - fax 215-885-3732

Official Notice
The Nominations Committee of our Society, chaired by Past President 2000-01 Philip D. Udo-Inyang, presented the following slate to the Board for approval at the Board Meeting of January 9th.

President*           Michael Porter, P.E.

President-Elect    John E. Liddy, P.E.

Vice President     Fredric L. Plotnick, P.E.

Vice President     T. James Cokonis, P.E.

Secretary             Edward Pluciennik, P.E.

Treasurer             Richard Mulford, P.E.

Membership        Richard Mulford, P.E.

State Director      Francisco Russo, P.E.

Alt State Dir        Morton H. Lerner, P.E.

Director 2006      Philip Udo-Inyang, P.E.

Director 2006      Robert M. Rodgers, P.E.

Director 2006      William Miller, P.E.

* automatic from prior year’s position
	
	


	Chapter Officers & Directors
	Treasurer’s Report

	President
	Morton H. Lerner, P.E.
	2158872233
	Expense Accounts
	2002-03
	2002-03
	2002-03

	President-Elect                
	Michael Porter, P.E.
	2159797727
	
	Budget
	May
	To-Date

	Vice President 
	John E. Liddy, P.E.
	6106487915
	Administrative
	400.00
	100.00
	563.15

	Vice President
	open
	
	Attendance 
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Secretary
	Edward Pluciennik, P.E.
	2152223000
	Awards
	750.00
	0.00
	(166.70)

	Treasurer
	Richard Mulford, P.E.
	2159855701
	Engineers’ Week
	500.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Membership Secr.
	Richard Mulford, P.E.
	2159855701
	MathCounts
	250.00
	0.00
	0.00

	State Director
	Francisco Russo, P.E.
	6103373666
	Meetings & Programs
	100.00
	0.00
	105.21

	Alt. State Director
	John G. Woods, P.E.
	2158482914
	Membership
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Director – 2003
	William Miller, P.E.
	2152043751
	Publications
	1200.00
	294.30
	1346.46

	Director – 2003
	T. James Cokonis, P.E.
	6104317044
	Scholarship
	1600.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Director – 2003
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	Young Engineers
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Director – 2004
	Jason Schmoyer, P.E.
	6105833131
	Total Expenses
	4800.00
	394.30
	1848.12

	Director – 2004
	AmbroseChukwunenyePE
	2152762816
	
	
	
	

	Director – 2004
	Susan Lior, P.E.
	2155634220
	Income Accounts
	
	
	

	Director – 2005
	Casimir DeCwikiel, P.E.
	6105255617
	Advertising in News
	300.00
	0.00
	300.00

	Director – 2005
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	Dues
	3100.00
	210.00
	3187.00

	Director – 2005
	Heath Dumack, P.E.
	2159454700
	Interest
	120.00
	1.31
	13.14

	Trustee – 2003
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	Phila. Chapter Fund
	1280.00
	288.34
	1320.38

	Trustee – 2004
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	Total Income
	4800.00
	433.65
	4820.52

	Trustee – 2005
	Casimir DeCwikiel, P.E.
	6105255617
	
	
	
	

	COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
	
	Checking Balance
	Start
	7162.28
	

	Bylaws
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	
	Income
	433.65
	

	Chapter Fund
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	
	Expense
	394.30
	

	Ethics
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	
	End
	7201.63
	

	Scholarship
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	
	
	
	

	MathCounts
	John E. Liddy, P.E.
	6106487915
	Philadelphia Chapter Fund    shares
	valuation
	change

	- fundraising
	open
	
	Evrgrn. Govt. Portfolio
	n/a
	133.07
	0.00

	Outstg Eng Achmt
	Michael Porter, P.E.
	2159797727
	Exelon
	300
	15123.00
	-708.00

	Registration
	open
	
	McDonalds
	100
	1046.00
	-162.00

	PEPP Coordinator        
	open
	
	PA Power & Light
	400
	14244.00
	372.00

	
	
	
	Wachovia Bank
	324
	11038.68
	-767.88

	
	
	
	Total
	
	41984.75
	-1265.88

	Letters to the editor

Why Should You Hire Only A Professional Engineer?
Full text of all letters to the editor will be provided on the web copy of

The Philadelphia Engineer

Allan Ritchie writes:

I read your editorial with great interest. In general I agree with your thoughts about licensing.  The licensing law is a wonderful start.  But, we  need to constantly work to improve the law and its enforcement.  Often our interest seems to be protection of our turf rather than safety of the public. The public is suspicious of our motives when we pursue minor issues that have no impact on safety.  <<More on Web Site Pg 4 >>
	
	MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 

	
	
	
	Now
	Last
	Chg

	
	
	P.E. MEMBERS
	122
	146
	-22

	
	
	ASSOCIATE
	14
	22
	-8

	
	
	STUDENT
	12
	15
	-3

	
	
	LIFE
	65
	68
	-3

	
	
	TOTAL
	213
	251
	-38

	
	
	Membership will increase only if YOU make the effort to get new members -- Discuss PSPE membership with a colleague today



	
	
	[image: image1.wmf]
	EnProMaC, Inc.
Engineering & Property
Management Consultants

Fredric L. Plotnick, Esq, PE
 

	
	
	“Choreographers of the Construction Industry”

CPM Scheduling – Cost Control – Claims

215-885-3733 or fplotnick@fplotnick.com


	Thoughts on Columbia

We were all shocked and saddened by the loss of seven lives when the Shuttle …


	
	PSPE Philadelphia Chapter
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	continued column 2
	
	

	Letters to the editor
Allan Ritchie ritchieengineer@yahoo.com:

I read your editorial with great interest. In general I agree with your thoughts about licensing.  The licensing law is a wonderful start.  But, we need to constantly work to improve the law and its enforcement.  Often our interest seems to be protection of our turf rather than safety of the public. The public is suspicious of our motives when we pursue minor issues that have no impact on safety.


There are several issues that we should try to move forward.  These are:

1. The industry exemption in the state law should be eliminated or at least greatly reduced.  In the interest of public safety only competent, licensed, engineers should be permitted to design those things where failure would endanger the health of the user or the public.

2. A professional engineer with high ethical standards should be the constant goal. Disbarment should result when a serious breach of the ethical code occurs.  

3. Competency must be a prominent factor in the professional engineering career plans.  Staying current with new developments is an absolute minimum feature.  Engineers should monitor their own continuing education program. PSPE should guide, assist, and educate their members in what this means.  

We should look into the new specialized certifications that have recently been offered by a variety of technical organizations.  Is this an interest to become more competent or is it just a public relations ploy?

As you can see PSPE has a large task ahead.  Possibly it is too much to expect in the short term.  It would be good to see some movement toward a stronger license.


Letters to the Editor will be printed as space permits, possibly condensed.  Full text of all Letters to the Editor will be provided on the web copy of 

The Philadelphia Engineer


	1964 to 2004 – Less than Professional Engineering?
The personal opinion of the editor of this newsletter, Fredric L. Plotnick, Esq., P.E.

In 1964, the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) made a terrible mistake.  Forty years later, engineers, and more importantly the public, are still suffering for this mistake.  Forty years later, citizens are still dying because of the mistake made by NSPE in 1964.  

In 1964, NSPE signed a Consent Decree with the Department of Justice (DOJ) to end the practice of promulgating a minimum fee schedule, thus ending the threat of anti-trust action by the DOJ.  Now it is quite possible that the minimum fee schedule had been abused in some instances and needed reform.  But what was forgotten during this instance of “throwing out the baby with the bath” was the rationale for the minimum fee schedule; that is the unique aspect of our code of ethics that places the health, safety and welfare of the public above that of our clients.  

All professions place the welfare of clients above that of the practitioner.  But despite sporadic regulations of various professions, rarely are there provisions to place the public interest above that of the client.  A lawyer may not help his or her client break the law, but must help a guilty party to go free to continue to harm society.  A doctor may be required to report a gunshot victim, but will not refuse treatment until proper ID is shown.  Only an engineer will refuse to seal a drawing that is perfectly acceptable to his or her client, but may not meet the safety needs of the public at large.  

But somebody must pay for the extra study and extra engineering to safeguard the public.  The purpose of the minimum fee schedule was to assure that if a client desired the services of an engineer, it must pay not only for the minimum engineering to meet its needs, but also must pay for the additional engineering to safeguard the public, even if the client does not want these services.  How often do shop drawings have serious, life threatening errors?  Why should the client have to pay for a detailed review of these submissions by a licensed professional engineer?  One engineer includes in its bid enough hours for a cursory review only.  Another, even at a lower rate, includes enough for a proper review.  Who gets the job?  And has the industry practice of “less than professional engineering” in these reviews changed since the Hyatt tragedy?  

What the industry needs – what the public needs – is a set of minimum standards for the practice of engineering.  Not a minimum schedule of fees, but a minimum schedule of services that must be paid for if engineering work is to be done.  If I have elective surgery, I will be charged a fee for “disposal of medical waste.”  I cannot tell the doctor to “wrap it up and I’ll take it home and dispose of it properly.”  Neither should a client to an engineer be able to say, “I will accept less than the minimum standard of review so long as that will reduce the fee.” 

What should a set of minimum standards include?  Possibly a minimum number of hours for a second review of each drawing based upon the hours spent on initial preparation.  Possibly a minimum number of hours of review of shop drawings based upon the cost of the product or installation covered by the submission.  Possibly a minimum number of hours reserved for review of proposed  “or equal” submissions based upon the total cost of specified equipment.  The preparation of such standards will not be easy and must include input from both academia and practitioners, professional societies and fire department chiefs, the DOJ and, yes, even tort attorneys.  

My background is Civil Engineering and I suspect that Civils can lead the way.   The recent turn-around by ASCE on the question of taking responsibility for jobsite safety is a good example.  That an engineer can attempt to abdicate this responsibility, delegating it to the contractor – the one party who by law is exempt for inadequate performance (OSHA fines do not replace the incentive taken away by Workman’s Compenation Law immunity) – is a travesty.  But those engineers typically covered by the industry exemption possibly need for minimum standards even more.  When an industry engineer is told “that’s enough time spent on design – if there are any errors, we have adequate insurance,” that’s when people die.  

Perhaps in 2004 we can start to correct the error of 1964.  

Views in this column are of the author thereof and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Society, Officers or Members thereof.  Opposing views are welcome.


	Burns Engineering, Inc. 
1835 Market Street, Suite 300 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 563-9270 
 
Please visit our website!
http://www.burns-group.com
	MathCounts Winners

-- input from John

anything from the state/national trials?

Math & Science Teacher Awards

-- input from Len

High School Scholarship Awards

-- input from Fred
	[image: image6.png]=]



 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
College of Engineering

1947 N. 12th Street (084-53)

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Tel: (215) 204-7814/7831

Fax: (215) 204-4696/6936

E-mail: CEED@temple.edu  

Web: http://www.temple.edu/civil 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS 

B.S.E. Civil Engineering  

B.S. Civil and Construction Engineering Technology  

B.S. Environmental Engineering Technology 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

M.S. Civil Engineering  

Ph.D. Engineering 

Graduate Certificate 

Philip D. Udo-Inyang, Ph.D., P.E.

Chairman

	    Complements

of

Pennoni Associates
	
	

	The Philadelphia Engineer

Philadelphia Chapter, PSPE

c/o The Engineers’ Club of Philadelphia

215 South 16th Street

Philadelphia, PA  19102-3384

Address Service Requested
Time Sensitive Professional Meeting Notice


