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	UPCOMING EVENTS
	OCTOBER MEETING
	PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

	2002-03 SCHEDULE
	ENGINEER OF THE YEAR NIGHT

The October 3rd meeting of our Philadelphia Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society of

Professional Engineers

will kick off the new year with an

"All Technical Society Night"

in honor of those individuals who have served the Philadelphia area so diligently.

The guest speaker for the evening will be Ed D’Alba of Urban Engineers, our 2002-03 Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year.  Ed’s topic will be:

THE BOARDROOM

OR

THE BACK ROOM
THE ENGINEER’S PLACE IN TODAY’S BUSINESS WORLD

You will also have the opportunity to hear from and meet those candidates for Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year 2003 who attend this function.  

Reservations are strongly encouraged to avoid delays in service of your meal.  Please call 215-985-5701 with your reservation, or (for web viewers) send an email for your reservation to

mailto:info@engrclub.org.  
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	The G H I of Life

My parents oft told me the ancient Jewish philosophy they used as their guide:  

“The measurement of satisfaction in your life isn’t how much money you make; satisfaction is measured bin how well your grandchildren turn out and in the legacy you leave with them and your children regarding Goodness, Honesty, Integrity.”  This is what I call my G H I of Life.  I recommend it to all who care to enjoy the short or long term of our usefulness in this world.

In this regard, I enjoyed the past Chapter meeting, the last one of our PSPE 2001/02 year, because there were so many youngsters, parents of the youngsters, and other mentors of these young people.  Hopefully, many will live the G H I of Life.  Perhaps this past meeting will encourage to live the G H I as future, active members of the PSPE.  

Our Chapter members who missed this past meeting on May 2, with the young project presentations, missed a feel-good meeting.  Our PSPE Treasurer and mentor, Dick Mulford, P.E., tells me there were 67 people at the meeting – not counting the helpful Williamson’s staff.

As your new President for 2002/2003, I am looking forward to an inspired PSPE with improved meetings, an increase in membership and lots of G H I.

The next meeting at the GSB is scheduled for October 3, 2002.  Looking forward to seeing all.

My best wishes to all and everyone.

MORTON H. LERNER, P.E.



	
	
	

	03OCT02
	Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year - Engineers & the Environment – All Technical Societies Invited
	
	

	07NOV02
	State Officers Speak - Past Presidents Night
	
	

	05DEC02
	Outstanding Engineering Project of 2003
	
	

	23JAN03
	TUESDAY - LUNCH - Joint with Engineers' Club – Business Development
	
	

	14FEB03
	Engineers’ Week Luncheon at the Union League Club of Philadelphia
	
	

	22FEB03
	Engineers’ Week Banquet at Drexel
	
	

	06MAR03
	Debate on Design/Build – TBA
	
	

	03APR03
	Environmental Issues – TBA
	
	

	01MAY03
	Education and Scholarship Awards
	
	

	SAVE A TREE

You may request your newsletter to be delivered to you as an email or view the current newsletter at our website at

www.pspe.org/philly/philly.htm.

To SAVE A TREE, click here or send an email to Philip D. Udo-Inyang, Ph.D., P.E. at udoinyan@temple.edu
FELLOW TRAVELERS

ASCE 18OCT02 6PM Williamsons

· Enhancing Professionalism

ASME 16OCT02 at Kvaerner Shipyard 

· Encore Tour

TO HAVE YOUR ENGINEERING GROUP'S MEETINGS LISTED IN THIS COLUMN, PLEASE SENDA COPY OF THE GROUP'S MEETING SCHEDULE, OR INDIVIDUAL EVENT NOTICE TO: 

THE PHILADELPHIA ENGINEER 

c/o Fredric L. Plotnick – Editor 

Benson Manor  #117 – Jenkintown PA 19046

fplotnick@fplotnick.com - fax 215-885-3732


	
	


	Chapter Officers & Directors
	Treasurer’s Report

	President
	Morton H. Lerner, P.E.
	2158872233
	Expense Accounts
	2001-02
	2001-02
	2002-03

	President-Elect                
	Michael Porter, P.E.
	2159797727
	
	Budget
	Actual
	Budget

	Vice President 
	John E. Liddy, P.E.
	6106487915
	Administrative
	400.00
	110.18
	400.00

	Vice President
	
	
	Attendance 
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Secretary
	Edward Pluciennik, P.E.
	2152223000
	Awards
	625.00
	768.55
	750.00

	Treasurer
	Richard Mulford, P.E.
	2159855701
	Engineers’ Week
	500.00
	500.00
	500.00

	Membership Secr.
	Richard Mulford, P.E.
	2159855701
	MathCounts
	250.00
	250.00
	250.00

	State Director
	Francisco Russo, P.E.
	6103373666
	Meetings & Programs
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00

	Alt. State Director
	John G. Woods, P.E.
	2158482914
	Membership
	75.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Director – 2003
	William Miller, P.E.
	2152043751
	Publications
	1750.00
	1288.42
	1200.00

	Director – 2003
	T. James Cokonis, P.E.
	6104317044
	Scholarship
	1300.00
	1031.62
	1600.00

	Director – 2003
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	Young Engineers
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Director – 2004
	Jason Schmoyer, P.E.
	6105833131
	Total Expenses
	5000.00
	4048.57
	4800.00

	Director – 2004
	AmbroseChukwunenyePE
	2152762816
	
	
	
	

	Director – 2004
	Susan Lior, P.E.
	2155634220
	Income Accounts
	
	
	

	Director – 2005
	Casimir DeCwikiel, P.E.
	6105255617
	Advertising in News
	300.00
	300.00
	300.00

	Director – 2005
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	Dues
	3200.00
	3138.50
	3100.00

	Director – 2005
	Heath Dumack, P.E.
	2159454700
	Interest
	150.00
	130.49
	120.00

	Trustee – 2003
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	Phila. Chapter Fund
	1350.00
	1285.31
	1280.00

	Trustee – 2004
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	Total Income
	5000.00
	4854.30
	4800.00

	Trustee – 2005
	Casimir DeCwikiel, P.E.
	6105255617
	
	
	
	to 8/31/02

	COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
	
	Checking Balance
	Start
	5423.30
	6229.23

	Bylaws
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	
	Income
	4854.30
	717.06

	Chapter Fund
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	
	Expense
	4048.57
	250.00

	Ethics
	Leonard Bernstein, P.E.
	2156856367
	
	End
	6229.23
	6696.29

	Scholarship
	Fredric Plotnick, P.E.
	2158853733
	
	
	
	

	MathCounts
	John E. Liddy, P.E.
	6106487915
	Philadelphia Chapter Fund    shares
	valuation
	change

	- fundraising
	
	
	CRT Govt Portfolio
	n/a
	9.19
	

	Outstg Eng Achmt
	Michael Porter, P.E.
	2159797727
	Exelon
	300
	14046.00
	

	Registration
	
	
	PA Power & Light
	400
	14540.00
	

	PEPP Coordinator        
	
	
	Wachovia Bank
	324
	11939.40
	

	
	
	
	Total
	
	40534.59
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO ENTER YOUR PROJECT FOR REVIEW FOR THE 2003 OUTSTANDING ENGINEERING AWARD COMPETITION IN DECEMBER - Contact the Engineers' Club 215-985-5701 or Mike Porter 

ADVERTISE IN

THE PHILADELPHIA ENGINEER

$100 PER YEAR

LEGAL NOTICE

Although payments or contributions for PSPE activities may be deductible as "ordinary and necessary" business expenses under the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, they are not 

deductible as charitable contributions.


	NOTICE

THE PHILADELPHIA ENGINEER WOULD LIKE TO PRINT ARTICLES SUBMITTED BY OUR MEMBERSHIP.  SUCH ARTICLES MAY BE:

"ENGINEERING TRIUMPHS"

describing problems successfully solved by engineered solutions.

PRESS RELEASES of new projects or facilities of member firms.

PERSONAL NOTES relating to

promotions, transfers, or personal happenings of members and their families.

Help Wanted or Positions Desired

(free to PSPE Philadelphia Members)

Views on Legislation affecting the Engineering profession
	MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 9/01/02

	
	
	P.E. MEMBERS
	142
	
	

	
	
	ASSOCIATE
	24
	
	

	
	
	STUDENT
	17
	
	

	
	
	LIFE
	68
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	251
	
	

	
	
	Membership will increase only if YOU make the effort to get new members -- Discuss PSPE membership with a colleague today
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	EnProMaC, Inc.
Engineering & Property
Management Consultants

Fredric L. Plotnick, Esq, PE
 

	
	
	“Choreographers of the Construction Industry”

CPM Scheduling – Cost Control – Claims

215-885-3733 or fplotnick@fplotnick.com


	Software Trends by Heath Dumack 

 

In today's day and age, you can’t walk down the street without seeing software being sold on every corner.  There are programs for every task at hand, from accounting to database and information systems.  Engineering is no exception to this onslaught of technical software.  Advertisers claim that software is instant expertise in a box.  Just put a live body behind a computer and you have an instant expert.  This idea is far from the truth.

It is becoming increasingly impractical to design without the aid of software.  In order to remain competitive and cost efficient, software gives the edge to firms willing to invest in them.  However, you must understand just what a computer is, a time saver, nothing more.  In 1970 a hand held calculator with a square root button was considered a miracle of modern design.  It was a time saver for the engineer, nothing more.  A computer runs under the same principle.  The software is nothing more than a time saver for the expert, not expertise in itself.  Structural design software can complete the analysis of loads,and run a complete design check of all the gravity and load resisting systems in seconds, but without understanding exactly what is required in the input and interpreting the results, the information is virtually useless.
 

If you are relatively well versed and familiar with the principles and theories the software is based upon, can you monitor the input and output for errors?  Would someone that understands the theory be able to accurately understand the ramifications of the output of the software?  If the answer is NO, how can you be sure the output is correct.  As the future becomes today, we must integrate the current technology into the new if we are to become more effective in engineering design. 
 

The expertise is in the individuals running the software, not the software itself.

	Message from the State Director

As I begin my second year as the State Director for the Philadelphia Chapter of PSPE, I would like to take a few minutes to provide you with some information that I think you may find useful. In what has surely become the electronic information age, many of us suffer from information overload. Much of what passes before us is only marginally useful but takes precious time to filter nonetheless. However, PSPE’s Executive Director, John Wanner, recently provided details concerning some time-saving information sources that we can access as members of NSPE / PSPE.

The first of these is the PSPE Listserv. The PSPE Listerv, available online at http://www.pspe.org/listserv.html, will automatically send you an email containing timely announcements from PSPE as well as information on State legislative activity of interest to the engineering community.

Another helpful resource is the weekly Engineering Press Review. Available in the “Members Only” section of NSPE’s website, http://www.nspe.org/mo-home.asp, the Engineering Press Review is a weekly email including abstracts of approximately 10 articles focusing on engineering. These articles are compiled from traditional engineering trade journals as well as other respected news sources such as the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times. The email includes hypertext links to the full articles. This is one of the few emails I actually look forward to receiving every week.

As many of us know, NSPE is a large and dynamic organization constantly developing new programs, member incentives, and changing to respond to an ever-changing engineering climate. Available to members at http://www.nspe.org/update/up-home.asp, the NSPE Update contains information on changes at NSPE and also allows members to sign up for an automated monthly email.

continued next column
	Mastbaum High School in Philadelphia is currently looking for engineers to
mentor and assist their robotics team in the design and construction of a
robot for the FIRST Robotics Competition (http://www.usfirst.org). This
competition now involves over 20,000 students, 600 teams and 17 regional
competitions in a challenging attempt to solve an engineering problem and
complete tasks using student designed and built robots. The competition
allows students to win scholarships from various university and industry
sponsors and is an excellent introduction into the engineering sciences.
Many details about the competition are available from the project website
including information on mentoring
(http://www.usfirst.org/robotics/mentoring.htm). Please respond to the
following address if interested in assisting in this worthwhile endeavor:

Mastbaum AVTS
3116 Frankford Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134
Attn: Ms. Lorraine Bell, Sponsor

For both of these NSPE links, you will be asked upon entering the “Members Only” section to provide a Username and Password. The Username is your NSPE member number, which can be most readily found on the mailing label of your monthly copy of Engineering Times. The Password is your last name.

In addition, let me just take a minute to again encourage you to go to the PSPE website and add your name to the joint PSPE, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency Crisis Response Database. This effort, spearheaded by Southeast Regional Vice President Harve Hnatiuk, is our attempt to identify engineers willing to lend their expertise to the State should a natural or man-made emergency necessitate the need. Please add your name to the list at http://www.pspe.org/volunteer.html.

Thank you for your time. Please let me know what concerns you have so that I may better serve the membership of the Philadelphia Chapter at the local and state levels.

Sincerely,

Dr. Francesco M. Russo, P.E.


	Burns Engineering, Inc. 
1835 Market Street, Suite 300 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 563-9270 
 
Please visit our website!
http://www.burns-group.com
	MEMBER RESOURCE (USEFUL LINKS)

As a member of NSPE, you should be familiar with the national society's 
website at www.nspe.org to obtain one important membership benefit of getting 
information which are useful for the engineering community.  Refer to our 
chapter's State Director's Report on page 3 for brief descriptions of the contents of some of the pages on this important website.
From the NSPE website, you can link to the Pennsylvania state society website 
or you can directly go to www.pspe.org, where you will see information related 
to state society affairs.  If you are planning on making that move, check out the pages of employment advertisements from engineering companies in the state.

Philadelphia Chapter, like most other chapters, has a link from the state 
society's website to pages with information related to the chapter affairs or directly link at www.pspe.org/philly/philly.htm. 
	from center column

Within the chapter's web pages, you will get latest information on meeting schedule, Mathcounts, chapter bylaws, monthly newsletters.  Also, if you want to contact any of the chapter officers or board members, you can view their phone numbers and e-mail addresses from these web pages.
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